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KELLY HIGGINS-DEVINE:
Now the Premier spoke today, alongside his Deputy, Anna Bligh. They made an announcement about new water saving initiatives at major venues such as Suncorp Stadium and the GABBA.


The Premier today said venues of the Major Sports Facilities Authority had already achieved water savings of almost 20 percent over the past year and he believed the one point nine five million dollars that will be allocated in next month's state budget would help achieve even further savings. That says what the Premier has on the press release that was sent out today. Let's hear what the Premier had to say.

PETER BEATTIE:
One of the first things we wanted to highlight in relation to the budget involves water. There'll be one point nine five million towards, if you like, conserving water in every one of our facilities. If you have a look at what has happened across the various stadia which are in my port folio, there has been a saving of 20 per cent. And part of that is because tanks like this were constructed at Suncorp. The surface of Suncorp is such that if rains for about four minutes they can fill both tanks. And out of that they use it for the ground.


If you can go through the release, and I'm not going to bore you with it, you'll see that they've had all sorts of measures saving [mobile phone beeps] -someone's got to ring The Australian 'cause no-one will buy it.


In terms of the urinals, those sorts of things, saving water, there's a whole string of things which are spelled [sic] out in the release. It gives you some idea of what we've been doing, but we can do more. And in fact I'll just briefly deal with what's happened here. The total capacity of the tanks are 250,000 litres. They collect - the stadium roof is 42,400 square metres. The surface is only watered here twice a week in compliance with the level 5 restrictions.


But they've done these sorts of things. Waterless urinals have been installed, saving 15 million litres a year. Push button taps installed, minimising water flow. Use of weather station on-field of play to measure wind, leaf, wetness, solar, radio, all that sort of stuff - I'll let you read it. The important thing is we're now going to accelerate that across the facilities.


The GABBA will benefit significantly next year. As Anna knows, 'cause it's in her electorate, one of the problems has been identifying where to put the tanks over there. They've reached agreement with the school next door and that means that the GABBA can also now have the same sorts of things.


So this is part of the Government doing its bit to ensure that we utilise what water that falls out of the sky to the best advantage, and to save water where we can.

KELLY HIGGINS-DEVINE:
There we go. That's part of what Premier Beattie had to say to the media this afternoon.

*          *          End          *          *
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